
CONSENT FORM 

You are invited to take part in a research study about length of youth incarceration, loneliness, 
prosocial relationships, and living crime-free. This study is being conducted by a researcher 
named Amy Jozan, who is a doctoral student at Walden University, under the direction of Dr. 
Sandra Caramela-Miller. Amy invites young adults (ages 18 to 23) who have experienced 
incarceration lasting one year or more, while under the age of 18, to participate in the study. This 
form is part of a process called “informed consent” to allow you to understand this study before 
deciding whether to take part. 
 
Background Information 
The purpose of this study is to explore and describe ways that length of youth incarceration may 
impact loneliness, prosocial relationships, and how collective phenomena impact living a crime-
free lifestyle. 
 
Procedures 

1. Respond to the advertisement with the listed contact information. Informed consent will 
be provided, and eligibility requirements will be discussed. A scheduled interview based 
on preference formatting will be scheduled (Skype audio recorded interview, recorded 
telephone interview, face-to-face recorded interview, or Skype messenger). This should 
take no longer than 20 minutes of your time and allows additional time for any questions. 

2. Informed consent copy will be sent based on your preference.  
3. Interview confirmation will be sent 48 hours prior to the scheduled interview. Confirming 

or rescheduling can take up to 5 minutes of your time.  
4. A scheduled interview based on preference formatting can proceed. Informed consent 

will be communicated prior to the administration of recorded interview. You will be 
debriefed and have an opportunity to ask questions following the interview. Follow-up 
preferences will be discussed. The interview process may take 40 to 60 minutes of your 
time. You will receive a $25 Visa Gift Card directly following the completed interview. 

5. Follow up communication based on your preference and may take an additional 10 to 20 
minutes of your time. This will allow for your verification of results. 

6. A 1-2 page summary of results can be send to you via email or postal mail prior to 
deleting contact information. 

 
Here are some sample questions 

1. Describe how you view your quality of social relationships post-release. 
2. Describe any challenges with relationships during reentry. 

 
Voluntary Nature of the Study 
This study is voluntary. You are free to accept or turn down the invitation. No one at Walden 
University or any relevant consenting locations will treat you differently if you decide not to be 
in the study. If you decide to be in the study now, you can still change your mind later. You may 
stop at any time. Please note that not all volunteers will be contacted to take part. The researcher 
will follow up with all volunteers to let them know whether or not they were selected for the 
study. 
 



Risks and Benefits of Being in the Study 
Being in this type of study involves some risk of the minor discomforts that can be encountered 
in daily life, such as fatigue, stress or becoming upset. Being in this study would not pose risk to 
your safety or wellbeing. 
 
The study’s potential benefits may result in effective reentry service planning and rehabilitation 
programming. Results may be used to recommend effective programing and policy for 
appropriate sanctioning practices.  
 
Payment 
There is a $25 Visa Gift Card for participating in this research.  
 
Privacy 
Reports coming out of this study will not share the identities of individual participants. Details 
that might identify participants, such as the location of the study, will not be shared. The 
researcher will not use your personal information for any purpose outside of this research 
project. Data will be kept secure by storage in password protected computers and replacing 
identifiable details of information with pseudonyms. Organization names, participant names, and 
other pieces of identifiable information will be removed or altered with alias information to 
protect participant anonymity. Participants will be made aware that only researcher and the team 
have data access. Data will be kept for a period of at least 5 years, as required by the university.  
 
Limits to Confidentiality  
Confidentiality limits should be noted such as the mandated reporting of potential danger to self 
and others. Past or current crimes will not be reported. 
 
Contacts and Questions 
You may ask any questions you have now. If you have questions later, you may contact the 
researcher via Google phone number 978-435-2352 or email at amy.jozan@waldenu.edu. If you 
want to talk privately about your rights as a participant, you can call the Research Participant 
Advocate at my university at 612-312-1210. Walden University’s approval number for this study 
is 02-07-20-0658940 and it expires on February 6th, 2021. 
 
For online research or when consent is done via e-mail, use: Please print or save this consent 
form for your records.  
 
Obtaining Your Consent 
If you feel you understand the study well enough to make a decision about it, please indicate 
your consent by: 
 
For face to face research that is not anonymous, use: signing below.  
For when consent is obtained via e-mail, use: replying to this email with the words, “I consent.”  
 
Printed Name of Participant  
Date of consent  



 

Participant’s Signature  

Researcher’s Signature  
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