
Good morning, Ms. Day; 

I know that you have received comments and letters in response to your piece about those who have 

been convicted of sexual crimes, but as the communications director of NARSOL, the Natl. Assc. for 

Rational Sexual Offense Laws, I want to respond to you as well and offer our organization as a resource 

should you have occasion to write about this topic again. 

I know that the chances are that you did not select the title given to your piece, but it sets the tone for a 

piece that is very detrimental to the perception of those on sexual offense registries and thus has a 

negative effect on society as a whole. 

Those who have served time for sexual crimes, be they guilty of misdemeanors, serious crimes, or 

actually innocent and wrongly convicted, are not released to reoffend. I'm guessing that by now you 

have done at least a cursory search of the sexual reoffense rate of those on the registry and are aware 

that the vast majority of those persons living in the community do not reoffend at all but are living law-

abiding lives doing their best to raise their families and live in peace. 

You have undoubtedly, as any good reporter would, checked out the sources given you for the actual 

across-the-board rate of persons on the registry and are aware of the decades of research verifying, by 

government, academic, and private research, the extremely low reoffense rate and the fact that 

approximately 96% of new sexual crime is consistently committed by those with no previous arrest or 

conviction record for such offenses. 

Your piece is filled with inaccuracies, starting with the 99% reoffense rate of those with child victims to 

the broad-sweeping generalizations with which registrants are described to the "fact" that 94% of 

molested children are victims of family members. I am attaching a few graphs based on Dept. of Justice 

studies that put the facts regarding these issues is a simple to understand format. 

Ms. Day, our concern is that pieces like yours feed into the myths that much of the public already buy 

into in forming their opinions of those on the registry. The harm in this is that these myths and 

perpetuating these negative stereotypes work against the criminal justice system's rehabilitation 

initiatives and are a detriment to public safety. 

NARSOL is pleased to see many journalists writing factual pieces regarding sexual offending issues. We 

would be very pleased to see you joining their ranks and writing a piece based on accurate statistics and 

facts. I personally would be very pleased to send you links to studies and research and to answer any 

questions that you might have. I also refer you to our website, http://www.narsol.org, where much of 

help is available to you. You might especially want to look at our "Basic facts" and "Facts for journalists" 

under the "Media" tab, where you will also find a collection of our press releases. 

In the meantime, the attached graphics will give you a quick overview of a few of the more pertinent 

facts with which your article is in serious and erroneous conflict. 

Do not hesitate to contact me or NARSOL if we may of assistance to you in any way. 

Sandy Rozek, Communication, NARSOL 

communications@narsol.org 



 

 



 


