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October 24, 2019 

 

Lee Cone, Sheriff 

Ben Hill County Sheriff’s Department  

402-A East Pine Street 

Fitzgerald, GA 31750 

 

Dear Sheriff Cone: 

 

Your department recently widely published its intention to post signs in the yards 

of registered sexual offenders residing in Ben Hill County for the purpose of 

alerting the community of the presence of registered offenders. The National 

Association of Rational Sexual Offense Laws is deeply concerned for several 

reasons, and we encourage you to abandon this plan immediately. Our reasons are:  

 

1. You clearly lack any statutory or legal authority to post signs on privately-

owned property without the property owner’s consent. 

2. There are numerous documented cases of vigilantism against registrants, and 

NARSOL is greatly concerned that these signs may encourage violence 

against those living at the residence which could easily extend to the 

registrant’s family and children. 

3. The First Amendment of the United States Constitution prohibits local 

governments from enacting or enforcing any law “abridging the freedom of 

speech.” U.S. Const. Amend. 1.  Freedom of Speech includes the right to 

avoid being compelled to speak a message that one does not wish to speak, 

whether false or truthful, accurate or inaccurate. This has been upheld in 

federal caselaw stating that these sign requirements are a violation of 

freedom of speech.   

 

You may believe that 42-1-12(i)(5) O.C.G.A. permits you the latitude to undertake 

this action. We vehemently disagree. This section requires you to “inform the 

public of the presence of sexual offenders in each community.” However, it does 
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not permit you to commandeer private property for this purpose nor does it permit 

you to force compelled speech. Had the Georgia General Assembly intended that 

law enforcement undertake such action, they would have stated that in the duties of 

a sheriff. NARSOL’s opinion is that you can only utilize resources owned by your 

department for disseminating such notifications.  

 

We want you to be aware that NARSOL will be conducting a cop-watch hotline on 

Halloween: See our press release. Due to plans announced by your office, we will 

be closely monitoring Ben Hill County for the next several days. Our legal team 

has commenced lawsuits in Butts and Spalding counties already which will result 

in needless legal expenses. We will continue to add any county that intends to force 

registrants to post signs. If you do choose to go forward, NARSOL will contact 

each registered person in your jurisdiction after Halloween has passed to determine 

the ramifications of your unlawful action. Once we have thoroughly reviewed the 

responses, we will determine what legal action(s) may be warranted.   

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us because it is our sincere desire to resolve this 

matter amicably and not risk additional harm to registrants or their innocent family 

members. You may reach us at 888-997-7765 extension 1 (communications) or my 

direct extension 701. Or email communications@narsol.org or bjones@narsol.org.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Brenda V. Jones, Executive Director 

 

Cc: Anthony Rowell, Ben Hill County Attorney 
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